
 

Weather Recap 
 
 

 

August marks the last full month of 

the summer season, with fall colors 

and cooler temperatures right 

around the corner. On average, this 

month was warmer and wetter than 

August of 2019. Statewide temper-

atures averaged 65.6ÁF, which was 

1ÁF warmer than last year. 

Statewide precipitation averaged 

4.17 inches, which was 0.38 inches 

more than August of last year.  
 

Despite isolated heavy rains in 

some locations this month, many 

areas have received little or no 

rain. Soil conditions and larger for-

est fuels in the Northeast Kingdom 

and southern areas remain very 

dry, increasing the potential for 

ground fires caused by campfires or 

lightning. Fire danger ratings are 

low to moderate. 2020 fire reports 

have increased from 2019 reports. 

To date, 69 fires have burned 111 

acres this year, compared to 15 

fires that burned 22 acres last 

year.  

Insect and Disease  

Observations ð August 2020 

Vermont Forest Health 

Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 
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Temperature and precipitation departure from normal. 

Maps and data: Northeast Regional Climate Center. 

Current number of fires in VT by 

size and year.  Graph and data: 

Vermont Fire Danger Rating Areas, 

and Vermont Town Forest Fire 

Wardens.  

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forests
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Fires/Library/Fire%20Danger%20Rating%20Areas%20with%20Town%20List.pdf


Drought Update 
 

In the beginning of the month, the U.S. Drought Monitor listed 41.78% of the state in moder-

ate drought. By the end of the month, this value increased to 50.69%, with the remainder 

listed as abnormally dry (49.31%). 

 

The Evaporative Demand Drought Index (EDDI) is a tool used to examine the atmospheric 

evaporative demand (ñatmospheric thirstò) of a place over time. This unit of measure is often 

used as an early warning system for extreme drought conditions and fire weather predictions. 

Summer drought conditions 

across the state have left Ver-

mont susceptible to flash 

droughts. This type of drought 

results from a combination of 

drought conditions, heat 

waves, and low humidity. To-

gether, these conditions lead 

to severe evaporation and rap-

idly drying soils. Even following 

periods of heavy rainfall, evap-

oration can happen so quickly 

that soils are unable to meet 

their water-holding capacity.  

EDDI categories across the 

U.S. Map and data: NOAA/

ESRL Physical Sciences La-

boratory. 

August drought conditions. Maps and data: National Drought Mitigation Center. 

https://www.psl.noaa.gov/eddi/
https://www.psl.noaa.gov/eddi/
https://www.psl.noaa.gov/eddi/

